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WITNESSES FROM THE DUST. 



This volume aims to present, in popular form, the results of the discoveries 
which have recently been made in ancient countries, bearing upon the Bible. 
The author has succeeded in making a very attractive book. His style is excel- 
lent for the purpose in view. The time has come when these revelations, for 
such they are, must be put in shape for laymen. Scholai's can no longer monop- 
olize them. The illustrations are numerous and well chosen. Upon the whole, 
we know of no book from which the student can obtain so clear or so satisfactory 
a knowledge of the real facts m the case as from this book. Mr. Fradenburgh's 
papers in the 'Reviews have made him known to the reading public. 



BISSELL'S " THE PENTATECCH."t 



The theory of the school of Wellhausen respecting the* date and composition 
of the Hexateuch seems to be meeting with little decided favor among the Old 
Testament scholars of this country. Several able replies to various aspects of it 
have already appeared, but no one, in a single work, has attempted this so 
exhaustively as Dr. Bissell, who has not contented himself in endeavoring to show 
simply the unsoundness of this theory by a criticism of its presuppositions and 
salient points, but has undertaken an examination in detail of the laws pecul- 
iar to Deuteronomy, repeated and modified in Deuteronomy, and peculiar 
to the Priest's Code, with the view of ascertaining whether they were post- 
Mosaic, or exhibited different periods of origin widely separate from each other. 
Dr. i Bissell finds they do not, and his arguments are able and convincing as 
against the position of Wellhausen. We have read AVellhausen's History of 
Israel, recently translated, in connection with this work, and have been struck 
again and again with the force and strength of Dr. Bissell's criticism. The whole 
fabric of the special theory of Wellhausen is honeycombed and left ready to fall 
through his investigations. If one, then, would understand the weak points of 
this theory, we know of no better work than this, and it should be in the hands of 
every one who reads Wellhausen's history. Some of the chapters will be found 
hard reading, and require close study from the intricacy of the matter discussed, 
but others will be agreeable to every Old Testament student. Dr. Bissell writes 
also at times with a real glow and fei"vor which every one must enjoy. The Bible 
is a book full of divine life to him. 
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The value of this work is increased also by copious indexes and a verj' full 
list of the literature of the Pentateuch and the related criticism of the Old Testa- 
ment. We shall hope to publish an article in further review of this work at an 
early date. 



CURRENT DISCUSSIONS IN THEOLOGY, VOL. HI.* 



Tlie third volume of this annual review possesses all the good points of 
former volumas. The best word to characterize it is the word "fresh." One 
might suppose that the necessarily brief treatment of book after book would 
become monotonous and wearisome. It is quite otherwise. For the man who 
would bs well-informed in the several departments of theological study, the pur- 
chase of this book will be a most economical investment. 

Our interest, naturally, is greatest in that part of the work which relates to 
the Old Testament. In this Professor Curtiss aims to present material which bears 
upon the question of the Revision. To this end he considers (1) Textual Studies ; 
(2) Lexicographical and Grammatical Studies; (8) Exegetical Studies, including 
notices of commentaries on the entire Old Testament, and commentaries on 
single books of the Old Testament ; (4) Introductory and Historical Studies ; (5) 
Miscellaneous Studies, under which notice is taken of subsidiary helps for the 
study of the Old Testament, Old Testament and Periodical Literature, and Ency- 
clopsedias. Then follows a criticism of the Revision. 

The attitude of Professor Curtiss toward the much discussed question of Old 
Testament textual criticism may be gathered from the following paragraph :— 

" While we should not blindly adhere to the Massoretic text as though it had 
an exclusive claim to inspiration, yet we have reason to believe that it represents 
the ancient text in its purest form, since it is in the language in which the sacred 
oracles were first given, and has been preserved by the Palestinian Jews, who 
would be most likely to be careful in the transmission of their Scriptures. There 
are, doubtless, cases where the unanimous testimony of the versions counter to 
the Massoretic text should be accepted, but not all, for the agreement may not 
represent an original condition of the text. Certainly the greatest care should be 
exercised in making such changes, and we should remember that while scientific 
accuracy should be employed in endeavoring to restore the original text, the result 
is not likely to produce any essential change in the articles of our faith, or in our 
belief, except that God has not attempted to give us the exact letter of his 
Word." 

Driver's doctrine of the Hebrew Tenses, that the Perfect and Imperfect in 
Hebrew are not used in themselves to indicate tense, but rather the character of 
an action, as complete or incomplete in the past, present or future, is accepted. 
Emphasis is justly placed upon the great value of the Cambridge Bible for Schools 
<tnd Colleges. No better commentaries for students have been written. 

"This interest" it is said, "in the language and literature of the Old Testa- 
ment, and those which are cognate with it, is two-fold : 

1. It is on the one hand scientific. Its object is not religious, but philolog- 
ical and historical. It seeks to know who the Hebrews were, what were their 
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